
Ms. Clark’s Syllabus for ACT Prep: Reading

This course is designed to orient students with the ACT (a standardized, timed test used for college
admissions) and its components (language arts, math, reading, and science reasoning).  Its focus will be to
identify areas of strengths and weaknesses and to review what skills a student needs to know before
taking the ACT. The techniques, drills, and practice tests within this class are intended to help raise one’s
ACT score. The goal of this course is for students to achieve better university choices and better
scholarships (more money) for college/university.

PURPOSE: ACT Prep is a course that allows students to prepare for the ACT test. This class is designed
for students who want to score well on their ACT test or to improve their ACT scores. The purpose of this
class is to help prepare college-bound students to score adequately on their ACT test and/or to raise their
ACT score to a higher level.

From now on, whenever one sees the word ―standardized, think ―predictable instead. The ACT test
measures what it says it does: academic achievement. It doesn’t pretend to measure one’s analytical
ability nor one’s intelligence. The ACT tests the same information the same way, year after year.

In this class, students will be exposed to the type of questions that will be on the test so they will know
how to recognize those questions and be prepared for them. The ACT is a multiple-choice standardized
test which is supposed to measure one’s knowledge on some of the subjects taught in high school. With
breaks, the test takes about three and a half hours. It is usually divided into four sections which are always
given in the same order. 1. ENGLISH (45 MINUTES — 75 QUESTIONS) 2. MATH (60 MINUTES – 60
QUESTIONS) 3. READING (35 MINUTES – 40 QUESTIONS) 4. SCIENCE REASONING (35
MINUTES – 40 QUESTIONS)

Students will learn test-taking strategies for the ACT test specifically which could also be applied to other
tests. They will also spend a great deal of time practicing ACT tests. This is how one studies and prepares
for the ACT. From the tests that one takes, one will discover his/her weak areas and can work specifically
on those areas to improve one’s score. If one really tries to improve through the taking of these tests,
one will find that his/her scores will improve. The more that one practices the ACT tests, the better
one will become.

ACT READING OBJECTIVES

Test-Taking Strategies
1.    Students will be able to use specific strategies associated with common patterns and
distractors found on the ACT Reading section.
2.    Students will be able to use helpful hints prior to and during the ACT exam to increase their
success.

ACT Reading Prep
Students will be able to analyze different genres (Literary Narrative/English Prose, Social Science,
Humanities, and Natural Science). In order to be successful on the ACT reading exam, students will
be able to the following:

1. Identify/infer main ideas and author's approach



2. Identify supporting details

3. Differentiate sequential, comparative, and cause-effect relationships

4. Infer meaning of words

5. Identify/understand generalizations and conclusions

Homework/ Attendance
Students will be expected to attend classes daily and attendance will be taken daily. Some assignments
will be traditional paper/pencil and others will be posted on Canvas.  Grades will be assigned.

Teacher Availability
I am usually available most days before and after school; however, make arrangements with me prior to
the day you wish to stay. You can email me at  clarks@wcde.org to set up a meeting.

EVALUATION:  Your participation on practice exercises and the sample tests will constitute a portion of
your grade. This course requires regular attendance and participation to be successful.

Class Rules and Expectations
-Students will be expected to report daily and complete assignments even those posted on CANVAS by
the due date
-Students will be respectful of others during class.
-All WCDE and DBHS rules and regulations will be followed and enforced in this class
*You are juniors and sophomores, and I expect proper behavior at all times in this class.


